WATER      UNDER      THE      BRIDGES
I was alone at Tokio. The French fleet was fortunately on its way to
Yokohama, but the British was somewhere in Korean waters. The
only wireless capable of getting into touch with it was the Japanese
official station at, I think, Nagasaki. Fortunately in those days the
Japanese were friendly and I managed to persuade them to agree to
send a cipher message sub rosa over their installation. This having
been done, the next thing was to contact the French Admiral. With
the concurrence of the French Charge d'Affaires, I proceeded by train
to Yokohama the next day with a bag of clubs as if I were going to
play golf, and went to lunch at a Japanese restaurant. There, as it
were by chance, I met the French Naval Chief of Staff, communicated
to him my instructions, and informed him of the message which had
been sent to the British C.-m-C. asking him to rendezvous with the
French fleet at Yokohama. It was. all somewhat a la Phillips Oppen-
heim, but quite thrilling while it lasted, that is to say until the German
Government recalled the Panther from Agadir.
How far the Japanese were really well disposed to us in those days
it is hard to say. The Eastern mind is so different from the Western
that any real understanding between the two is unattainable. Super-
ficially they were undoubtedly pro-British, and particularly their
Navy, as the result of our almost active support of them in their war
with Russia. But the Army was always pro-German in the sense that,
not surprisingly, it admired and copied German military methods and
organization. The fact is that, again most understandably, the
Japanese were, like all other nations, only pro-Japanese and thinking
only about themselves. Their victories over the Chinese in 1895 and
the Russians in 1905 had sown the seed of expansive aggression, and
like Germany and Italy, they were planning ahead. They had already
established a footing on the Asiatic continent at Port Arthur, and they
went another step forward in 1911 when they annexed Korea. It was
astonishing what little attention that entirely unjustifiable and pre-
datory act aroused in the Western world. But the West at the time
was too preoccupied with its own complicated affairs to bother much
over Japanese ambitions. So the old Empire of Korea vanished as it
were overnight and the Japanese enlarged their Lebensraum by some
80,000 square miles and a population of 20,000,000. Their eyes were
by now firmly set on the domination of Asia. The Germans had%
settled'down at Kiao Chao and their elimination from there and from
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